
ROTHCO Scholarship Winner
Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that Vanessa Dodson, a student from the
Longwood CSD who was enrolled in the Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) program at
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport, was the recipient
of a Jeff Galloway Scholarship through the ROTHCO Company. ROTHCO created this
scholarship to be given to a student who has overcome tremendous adversity in life. The
ROTHCO scholarship continues for two years and provides $1,500 per college semester
for a total of $6,000. Eastern Suffolk BOCES Student Assistance Counselor Amy Roland
said, “No one deserves this award more than Vanessa. She overcame many obstacles in
her life and did it with finesse and grace.”

ROTHCO is the world's foremost supplier of military and outdoor clothing and accessories
since 1953. ROTHCO’s scholarship program targets local, Long Island youth, who have
overcome some significant obstacle in completing their secondary education, and who
might otherwise be unable to attend college.

Ginger LaLumia, compliance officer said, “ROTHCO is very proud of our scholarship
program. Education, mentoring, and sponsorship of our youth are favorite causes here at

ROTHCO. We enjoy watching our local youth succeed, and we feel especially rewarded with the belief that we
are, in some way, responsible for that success.”

Podcasting and iPod touch Apps 

In the Classroom
Over the summer, Eastern Suffolk BOCES collaborated with Western Suffolk BOCES and Nassau BOCES on

the launching of the ePod grant (2010-2011), which focuses on improving the capacity
of educators to engage all students in meeting NYS Standards in ELA using
podcasting.  Participating teachers took part in a five-day summer institute that focused
on how to create podcasts and how to use iTouch “apps” in the classroom.  Teachers
from the Hempstead Public Schools, Uniondale UFSD, Wyandanch UFSD, Westbury
School District, Amityville UFSD, South Huntington UFSD, Long Beach Public
Schools, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, Hampton Bays UFSD, and Riverhead CSD, in
addition to the Long Island School for the Gifted (South Huntington), Crescent School
(Hempstead), Our Redeemer Lutheran School (Riverhead), St. Isidore’s (Riverhead),
St. Martin of Tours (Amityville), and St. Patrick’s (Huntington) non-public schools, have
signed on to use these technologies to inspire and motivate students in innovative
approaches to learning. In addition to the hands on iTunes, iTouch, and Garage Band
(Apple software) for podcasting training, teachers learned how to download audio
books onto iTunes, then download onto the iTouch. 

Three days of training, led by podcasting and Apple expert, Grace Poli, focused on
navigating through the iTunes (on a PC and a Mac) and iTouch environments, and a
step-by-step demonstration on how to create a podcast using the Apple “Garage Band”
software. Teacher Integration Specialist Rafika Soaries said, “Model Schools will
provide ‘push in’ support for the teachers during the school year as they create
podcasts, use audio books, educational apps for the iTouch, expand their online
catalogue of assessment resources, and connect with their peers in an online reflective
and collaborative community.”
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The Eastern Suffolk BOCES-Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office Corrections
Division Interdisciplinary Committee completed its third successful year of
ongoing dialogue and communications in order to best support and
improve the educational programs and opportunities for the students in
the county jail system. The students are both minors (16-20 years of age)
and adults (21 years of age and older). The minors primarily participate in
a secondary GED program and the adults are part of the ESBOCES Adult
Literacy Program.

Meetings are held six times a year and cover a number of areas including
the development of new and creative programming, technology upgrading,
and any issues that may surface during the course of the school year. This
year, with the support of the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office Corrections
Division, all of our educational staff have email and internet access, and
SmartBoards have been placed in most of the classroom areas. The Perkins
CTE Grant for Incarcerated Individuals (minors) just completed the third
year of five years providing the students with opportunities to survey the
areas of career exploration, Computer Assisted Design (CAD)/Drafting and
carpentry. In addition, ongoing discussions continue on transitioning to the
new jail expected in September 2012.

Mr. Robert Dembia, administrative coordinator for Incarcerated Education

Programs (and Re-Rout Program) said, “Eastern Suffolk BOCES looks
forward to continuing the trend of meeting with and partnering with the
Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office Corrections Division for many years to come.”

Books spark imagination, promote literacy, and support family
togetherness. The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Sayville Academic Center
(SAC) hosts a Scholastic Book Fair each year in an effort to connect
students with books. This is not just a book fair but also a literary event.
The staff is mindful to host the fair during the week when parents come to
the school for Meet the Teacher Night.
Under the direction of school librarian Dee Horton, the fair this year is being
held in one of the classrooms and is staged like a library.  The books are
categorized under titles such as, adventure, chapter books, creative fun,

and picture books. Oversized
posters are provided by
Scholastic to interest and
engage fairgoers.

Assistant Principal Tina Hannel
said, “There are initiatives at
SAC to promote literacy.  We
align the events we host
throughout the school year like

Hero Day and International Peace Day with reading.”

Scholastic Books offers a One for Books program providing an easy way
for schools to raise money and acquire more books for the students and
the school library. Scholastic matches a dollar to each donated dollar so
more books can be purchased for the school.

The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Premm Learning Center (PLC) held its annual summer BBQ with a bit of an Irish flair.
Summer school teacher Jeanne Flieger arranged a performance by Vic Vogel, president of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, Our Lady of Knock, Division 7 (AOH) in East Islip and band manager for the Roisin Dubh Irish Pipe
Band. Mr. Vogel graciously donated his time to play the bagpipes and PLC paraeducater Dan Burke was invited
to play the drums.  The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the show. 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is a Catholic, Irish American Fraternal Organization founded in New York City on
May 4, 1836 to aid the newly arrived Irish, both socially and politically. The many divisions and club facilities located
throughout the U.S. traditionally have been among the first to welcome new Irish Americans. Here, the Irish culture
-- art, dance, music, and sports, are fostered and preserved. Their motto is Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity.

Healthy Partnership Between ESBOCES and Sheriff’s Office

Irish Eyes Were Smiling at the PLC Summer BBQ

Members pictured left to right: Jamie Moog, school social worker; Bob Dembia, administrative
coordinator for Incarcerated Education Programs; Capt. Helen Geslak, Yaphank Correctional
Facility; Sgt. Bob Hoey, supervisor of vocational programming; Lt. Gerard Senatore, Yaphank
Correctional Facility; Jeffery Willis, transitional team correction officer (CO); Dan Colasuonno,
transitional team CO.
Members not pictured: Judy Cahn, divisional administrator for CTE; Lt. Darlene McClurkin,
Riverhead Correctional Facility; Sgt. Noreen Fisher, Riverhead Correctional Facility; Dr.
Margo DelliCarpini, teacher coordinator.

Special Education Teacher Patricia Richards poses with her students Alexa S., Islip UFSD;
Kayla H., South Country CSD; Shelby M., Islip UFSD; Mark M., Middle Country CSD; Peter
T., Three Village CSD; and Joey R., Brentwood UFSD, in front of the beautiful displays
provided by Scholastic Inc.

Scholastic Book Fair Is a Literary Event



Commemorating Patriot Day
The William Floyd High School Naval Junior Reserve Officers Training
Corps (NJROTC), a unit of the Education and Information Support Services
of Eastern Suffolk BOCES, presented the Colors at a student-organized
September 11 Memorial Ceremony at the recently dedicated Armed Forces
Memorial monument at William Floyd High School.

Now in its 29th year with an official charter from the United States Navy and
one of only 639 units in existence, William Floyd NJROTC participates in
ceremonial occasions like the September 11 memorial observance, and
performs at competitions and academic and sporting events.

“It’s an honor for our unit to be able to present the Colors at the memorial
ceremony,” said the unit’s Senior Naval Science Instructor Senior Chief
Dwight Becherer, USN, Retired. “We will never forget the lives that were
lost.”  At the conclusion of the ceremony, those in attendance placed 300

State Fair at Premm Learning Center
In August, the Eastern Suffolk
BOCES Premm Learning Center
(PLC) in Oakdale was transformed
into a fairground.  There were nine
exciting attractions for the summer
students to enjoy. Summer
Supervisor, Dr. Kathy Bedka-
Strain said, “All the activities tied
into the summer curriculum for a

morning of fun were designed to help students meet their individual goals.
Physical therapist and event organizer Nell Kempton, with the help of all the
related service staff, made this State Fair a big success.”  Ms. Kempton said,
“The activities included saddlebag surprise, pie throwing, gallop and ride,
steeplechase, pitch and throw (with milk cartons), lasso the bull, state ring

toss, a barnyard petting zoo, and barrel races.” 

One of the big surprises of the day was Santa Claus’ visit to the fair. He came
galloping in, donning a cowboy hat instead of his traditional red Santa hat.
Angelina B., a student from the Rocky Point UFSD, ran up to Santa as he was
entering the fairgrounds and said, “Santa, I can’t believe you came, I love you!”

After all the students participated in the fairground activities, they traveled back
to their classrooms. State Fair books were compiled containing information
about all the states that were covered over the course of the summer. Santa
Claus visited each class to review all the state facts and presented each
student a state fact book and an award for participating in the State Fair. 

PLC is a program that serves severely developmentally delayed 5 to 21-year-
olds. Parents and staff work as a team helping students develop to their
maximum potential.
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Sayville Academic Center
Spectacular Summer Program
The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Sayville Academic Center (SAC) six-week summer
program flew by with rich curriculum and fun-filled events. The students, ages five to
12, were engaged in projects and activities that reinforced academic skills as well as
promoted healthy social-emotional choices. Classes kicked off the session with “The
World Cup” thematic unit supported by the News-2-You interactive online program.
Integrated studies based on great literature such as “The Magic Tree House” series and
“Joey Pizza and Holes” filled the hallways. 

Program-wide events included Character Education, Spirit Week, Build Your Own
Sundae, Ticket Tuesday, and an old-fashioned carnival with each class hosting their
own booth. Everyone had a great time. The enjoyment continued with a community
outing to see the movie, “Toy Story 3” at the Sayville Theater. For a finale, the annual
staff and student breakfast was complete with a PowerPoint presentation filled with
photos documenting student and staff success.

Another special day, to his surprise, was “Mr. Steve Day” when all staff and students
honored Mr. Steven Piccirillo for his 12 years of outstanding custodial service.
Everyone pretended to be “Mr. Steve” and wore ESBOCES blue. Mr. Steve is
transferring from the elementary school to the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Islip Academic
Center (IAC).

Summer Supervisor, Pat Copertino said, “The staff was really on their ‘A game’,
bringing truly quality programming to the children over the summer.  Everyone made
invaluable connections and we all had a spectacular time this summer.”

Pictured: Congressman Tim Bishop, the special guest speaker at the September 11 Memorial
Ceremony, as members of the NJROTC stand at attention.

small American flags around the perimeter of the monument with each flag
representing 10 lives that were lost on that tragic day in American history.

Mrs. Krauss' Fortune Tellers - Alexa S., Central Islip UFSD; Chris L., William
Floyd UFSD; Steven B., Comsewogue UFSD; Joseph R., Brentwood UFSD;
and Shelby M., Islip UFSD.

The Carnival Lemonade Stand by Mrs. Wayne's class. Pictured: Christian J.
and Naire D., Bay Shore UFSD; Mr. Adam, Jelani T., Brentwood UFSD; Pedro
C., Riverhead CSD; Ms. Tina and Ms. Laura.
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Brookhaven Technical Center Parent Open House 

Pictured: Commercial artist and course Instructor Talia Cliffe, as she explains specifics of the program.

Pictured at the CTE Open House: Karen O’Donnell, Assistant Principal Marie Davis, Tara O’Donnell, and her father,
Michael O’Donnell.

Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport held its first Parent Open House of the 2010-
11 school year on September 22. Parents of current students visited the classrooms in
departments their children were attending, such as Art & Design.

On Tuesday, February 8, 2011, ESBOCES Career & Technical Education (CTE) facilities
will host Visitor’s Day and on Thursday, February 10, 2011, they will host another Parent
Open House for parents of potential students where ESBOCES students will attend to do
presentations and answer questions.

There are 40 different CTE programs offered at Eastern Suffolk BOCES with 17 of those
programs offered at the Brookhaven Technical Center.

Literacy is the Key to Success
The key to success and student achievement is with literacy. Literacy is defined as the ability to identify, understand,
interpret, communicate, and compute, using printed and written materials.  Literacy involves a continuum of
learning, enabling individuals to achieve their goals and develop their knowledge and potential.

Regional Sales Representative, Michele Baker, from Learning A-Z, was invited to the Eastern Suffolk BOCES
School Library System liaison meeting to speak to the librarians / library media specialists about the resources
available on Learning A-Z’s website. She explained, “Learning A-Z is a resource that can help educators be more
efficient and effective with their students. We advocate for educators and support incorporating technology into the

classroom.” Rosemary Pearce, librarian from the Bayport-Blue Point UFSD said, “It’s an excellent resource for literacy. We use differentiated instruction and
it works.” Differentiated instruction involves providing students with alternative avenues to acquire content. 

Ray Arroyo, librarian in the Patchogue-Medford UFSD at River Elementary School said, “We have Learning A-Z in the district and I’m interested about using
it with a SmartBoard as a projectable and interactive resource.” More than 40 librarians / library media specialists attended the Eastern Suffolk BOCES liaison
meeting to learn the benefits of the Learning A-Z website resources for students and educators, Pre K – 6.

Tara O’Donnell, a student from the Riverhead CSD, attended the ESBOCES free Summer Career
Exploration Camp in Riverhead while in ninth and 10th grades. Now, in her junior year at the
Riverhead High School, Tara is extremely excited about attending the ESBOCES Culinary Arts
program under the direction of Chef Joy Graf at the H.B. Ward Technical and Academic Center
(WTAC). Her mom, Karen O’Donnell said, “She is having fun and that is most important.”

Career and Technical Education Open House 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES (ESBOCES) is proud to announce that Nicole O’Neill, a teacher of the
blind / visually impaired at ESBOCES, has been appointed by Governor David Paterson to the
New York State Instructional Material Advisory Council. Elizabeth Melichar, program administrator
for student support services said, “For the past 14 years, the staff and students in ESBOCES,
as well as those in our component school districts, have been witness to her professional skill,
integrity, and dedication. Her selection to this committee validates these qualities, recognizes her
accomplishments, and introduces her talents to a new and broader audience.” 

Congratulations on this noteworthy achievement.

Governor Paterson Appoints ESBOCES TVI Teacher 
to Advisory Council


